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© wHICH NOW OF THESE THREE, THINKEST THOU, 
WAS NEIGHBOUR UNTO HIM, WHO FELL 
AMONG THE THIEVES ?—AND HE 
SAID, HE WHO SHEWED 
MERCY.” 


er frequently happened, while our 


55 25 2 > bleſſed Saviour was on earth, that 
WH. , choſe who eſteemed themſelves wiſe, 
A 18 or were diſaffected toward Him, 
i gs among the Jews, aſked him imper- 
FIFIEVIEIER: tinent queſtions, being deſirous of 


he catching him failing in his anſwers. 
The Scribes and Phariſees, and Lawyers, all exerted. 
their abilities to puzzle him with ſubtleties, which could 
admit of no other ſolution, than that, which was derived 
from plain common ſenſe. To this the Redeemer had 5 
recourſe, at all times, to ſolve any point of mere ſpe- oF 
culation, ar to level any objection that might be made 
to his doctringe. But yet he frequently refuſed a di- 
rect anſwer to thoſe queſtions, which aroſe from cavil- 
ling diſpolitions, and were put by the tongue of ma- 
lice. Sometimes he gave a parable, which invinci- 
bly extorted a confeſſion from the enquirer, that was 
perfectly equal to a direct anſwer. Sometimes he ſta- 
ted a caſe in ſo undiſguiſed a manner, as removed all 


the 
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the cobweb niceties in the queſtion, and' rendered: an, 
anſwer, more direct, unneceſſary.— Our text is an in- 
ſtance of the latter kind of anſwers, of which our 
Lord made uſe, to ſtop the mouths of thoſe, who were 
eager to find him in an error. . | 
IT ſeems neceſſary, that we take notice of what gave 
riſe to the words of our ſubject, ſince, without this, 
they are diſconnected with any thing that could fur- 
niſh us with inſtruction. We mult look back as far 
as the 25th verſe of our context, in order to obtain the 
entire ſtate of the caſe. We are there told, that a 
certain Lawyer ſtood up and tempted Jeſus, ſaying, 
Maſter, what ſhall I do to inherit eternal life?” In 
anſwer to this queſtion, our Saviour aſked another, in or- 
der to avoid a vain diſpute, and at the ſame time to draw 
an anſwer from the Lawyer, to his own queſtion. «And 
he ſaid unto him, what is written in the law, how read- 
eſt thou?“ © And he anſwering, ſaid, thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and with all thy mind; 
and thy neighbor.as thyſelf.” And he faid unto him, 
thou haſt anſwered right; this do, and thou ſhalt live.” 
This was leading the quibbler along into fuch an ac- 
knowledgment of the law, as one would think ſatisfac- 
cory to the firſt queſtion, —© But he, willing to juſtify, 
himſelf, ſaid unto Jeſus, and who is my neighbor?“ — 
Here he expected, perhaps, or at leaſt hoped, to con- 
found with his arguments the great God-man, our Re- 
_m he was ſoon led to fee that no ſuch en- 
Adcavours would prove ſucceſsful againſt infinite wif- 
* dom. Jeſus anſwered him by a caſe fo plain, as gave 
4 him no room ſor further Alps. A certain man, 
ſaid he, went down from Jeruſalem to Jerico, and fell 
£ among thieves, who ſtripped him of his raiment, and 
»wounded him, & departed, leaving him half dead.?? And 
by chance there came down a certain Prieſt that way; 


and 
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and when he fan him, he paſſed by on the other fide.” 


And likewiie a Levite, when he was at the place, came 


and looked on him, and paſſed by on the other ſide.” 
te But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where 
he was; and when he ſaw him, he had compaſſion on 
him ; and went to him ; and bound vp his wounds, pour- 
ing in oil and wine, and ſet him on his own beaft, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him.” And 
on the morrow, when he departed, he took out two 
pence, and gave them to the hoſt, and ſaid unto him, 
take care of him; and whatſoever thou ſpendeſt more, 
when I come again, I will repay thee.” —And then, in 
the language of our ene. Tos ſaid; © which now of 
theſe three, thinkeſt thou, was neighbour unto him who 
fell among the thieves ?”—<« And he faid, he who ſhew- 
ed mercy on him.” —Having gained this anſwer, Jeſus 
commanded him * to go and do likewiſe,” —lIn this 
manner did our Lord obtain a confeſſion from the law- 
yer, much againſt his own feelings for the Jews and 
Samaritans never loved each other. The lawyer, there- 
fore, not only confeſſed, that he ought to have ſhown 


theſame compaſſion to the Samaritan, had he been in the - 


ſame circumſtances ; but likewiſe condemned himſelf 
for that diſpoſition which would not before allow him 

to call the Samaritans his neighbours. —From the law- 
yer's anſwer to our Saviour's queſtion, we draw the 
following inferences, to which we ſhall attend. in this, 


Iſcourſc. 


In the Furſt place, Trar it is the duty of every man 


to cultivate an univerſal benevolence toward his 
fellow- men. 

And Secondly, Tur party- prejudices, in matters 
of Religion, not only militate againſt the law of 
God; but likewiſe promote the cauſe of the grand 
adverſary, and mar the happineſs of mankind. 

Ix the firſt place we will endeavour, by ſeveral ob- 
ſervations, to prove it the duty of every man to culti- 
vate an univerſal beneyolence toward his fellow-men. 
6 AND 
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| p . . 1 
| And we obſerve, as a preliminary, that whatſoever: 


8 


has the broad ſcal of Heaven to give it a ſanction, 
juſtly claims our attention, and to it we ought to pay a 
ſtrict regard. We now may affirm our inference to be juſt; 
for we have the command of God for the cultivation of be- 
ne volence toward our fellow- mortals. Love thy neigh- 
bor as thytelf,”” is that command. — Now, as God has 
created of one fleſh all nations of the earth, mankind 
form but one great family; and all the members of the 
ſame family moſt certainly ought to harmonize the one 
with the other. We ought to. cheriſh a kind diſpoſi- 
tion, and to put that diſpoſition into practice, when 
occalion occurs, and to © do good to all men as we 


have opportunity, eſpecially to the houſehold of faith: 


To love even our enemies, and pray for thoſe who de- 
ſpitefully uſe us.” Were ſuch a principle univerſally 
prevalent, wars would ceaſe from the one end of the 
world to the other, and we ſhoutd antidate the 
Joys of Heaven, whilſt on earth. —Thoſe animoſities 
that ſo frequently ſtain the page of reaſon, and thoſe 
fightings which have no other warrant but the unwar- 
rantable luſts of men, wquld no more jarr the world. 
We are commanded to pray for all men—But we are 
not commanded to pray for their miſery, —No?! That 
would be acting in direct oppoſition to the will of God, 
ce who is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that 
all ſhould come to the knowledge of the truth, and be 
ſaved.” Now how can we pray for all men, and be de- 
firous of their happineſs, unleſs we cultivate, to the 
higheſt of our abilities, a benevolence, co-extenſive 


- with the human race? But if anyone be ſtill diſpoſed to 


doubt, and be not willing to cheriſh ſo divine a prin- 
ciple, let me tell him, the feelings of his heart, from 
which that doubt arriſes, are oppoſite to the love f 
God. For, “ if a man ſay, I love God, and hateth 
his brother, he is a liar; he who loveth not his brother, 


( whom 
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whom he hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath 
not ſeen ? All men, are our brethren, ſince they and we 
have the ſame Heavenly Father ;—and our benevolence 
toward them, ought to witneſs for us that we feel fo 
in their behalf. —The Lawyer, in our text, confeſſed 
that he who ſhewed mercy to the poor man, wounded 
by thieves, was his neighbor, although he was a Sarna- 
ritan.— This was no more than the truth, we may be 
aſſured; for the Lawyer would not ſay any thing in fa- 
vor of the Samaritan, which he could have kept back. 
But this confeſſion was as much as to ſay that a prin- 
ciple of univerſal benevolence ought to be cultivated 
by all men. 

Acain—Another obſervation, which may ſerve our 
preſent purpoſe, is, that we are commanded to be per- 
fect in our meaſure, even as God is perfect. 

BenevoLENCE is His moſt charming attribute; of 
attribute conſtantly in exerciſe for the promotion an 
our felicity. Does not every good gift that we enjoy, 
come down from him? And does not every bleſſing of 
this life demonſtrate, to our minds, that benevolence 
ought to be cheriſhed by us? Yea, verily.— He who. is 
good to all, who ſcatters a profuſion of kindneſs on 
the children of men, who redeemeth our lives from 
the grave, we may reſt aſſured, will ſet no example, 
which he does not mean ſhould be followed. —He, 
whoſe mercy, like a living fountain, is ſending forth 
ſtreams, which not even the unthankfulneſs of men can 
exhauſt, is plainly telling us our duty in this reſpect. But 
it is ſtill more forcibly preſſed upon us, by this conſi- 
deration, that he ſo loved the world, as to give his on- 
ly begotten Son to be a propitiation for our ſins— Be 
aſtoniſhed, O heavens, at this, and be amazed, O earth ! 
That offended Omnipotence ſhould ſtoop from his 
throne, to put the olive of peace within the reach of 
offending duſt ! * Glory to God in the higheſt, that 

| | c | there 
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there is peace on earth and good will towards man, 

who has become a traitor to the King of kings, and 

Lord of lords. © Herein is love indeed; not that we 

* loved God, but that he loved us.” What a leffon 
does ſuch infinite condeſcenſion teach us! If God ſo 
loved us, we ought to love one another.“ And is it 
poſſible, that any one, who reflects but a moment on 
this unparrallelled compaſſion, ſhould be unwilling to 
exerciſe the ſame diſpoſition toward his fellow-men ?— 

We dare not hear the anſwer of Charity. But yet, let 

the conduct of men toward each other, be in fact what 

it will, this good will of the great Father of mercies 
is an invincible argument in favor of our infefence.— 

No man, therefore, can have any pretext by which to 

apologize for the leaſt ſhare of malice. Heaven is a- 

gainſt him, the Bible is his enemy, in ſuch a temper, 

and his own conſcience will reprove him, if allowed to 
ſpeak. Every one will confeſs the goodneſs. of the 
| golden rule. And no man will acknowledge that he 
| - wiſhes the ill will of any one. The dictates of his own 

' Undegſtanding will tell every man that he ought not to 

wiſh the harm of a neighbor, whilſt he does not deſire 

3 his neighbor to wiſh him harm. Were this rule put 

into practice by all, there would be no neceſſity of in- 
culcating benevolence on the minds of men. Now, if 
the foregoing obſervations will not ſatisfy my hearers; 
we will take one more argument in favor of our infer- 
ence. 45. 

Tux benevolence of the Redeemer is an argument 
inconteſtibly in ſupport of cultivating benevolence to 
all men. His whole life was filled with inſtances of 
infinite kindneſs to man. He was the friend and phy: 
ſician of our fallen race, while he dwelt in the fleſh. —- 
At his word, diſeaſes fled. —He dried the tear of miſe- 

ry, and kindled a beam of joy on the face of deſpaif. 
= He reſtored the dead to life again, and gave them back 
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to their mourning relatives. He ſent light and com- 
fort into the troubled mind, Wherever he went, a 
bleſſing marked his footſteps, and finners experienced 
his love. The meaneſt of the children of men were 
not beneath his compaſſionate care and notice. 
Bur his compaſſion did not ſtop here, nor his good- 
neſs deſcend, on the bodies of men, only. No !—He 
was more attentive to their ſpiritual maladies ſtill, and 
healed the diſorders of their fouls. He gave ſuch ad- 
vice to all who would heac him, as would not fail to 
lead all who followed it, to eternal happineſs. He 
bound up the broken-hearted. The precepts he de- 
livered, the duties he enjoined, the example he gave of 
holineſs and practical piety, all had a tendency, if ob- 
ſerved, to promote the beſt intereſt of fallen men.— 
He publiſhed glad ridings, notwithſtanding the malice 
and oppoſition of thoſe to whom he ſpake.—Nor was 
his benevolent deſign confined to a few particular na- 
tions.— The commiſſion he gave his apoſtles, was an 
unlimited commiſſion. * Go ye into all nations, preach- 
ing good tidings to them, a baptizing them. Teach- 
them the conditions of Salvation by me. Here was 
love that might juſtly aſtoniſh the world! But it. did 
not end here. No! He at laſt bore the chaſtiſement, 
of our peace in his own body on the croſs. —Gave up 
the Ghoſt, to ſatisfy the demands of God's broken law, 
in our ſtead : Was ſubject to death, a time, then burſt 
the bars of the grave, and, on the wing of benevolence, 
omnipotently aſcended to the throne of the Father, to 
make interceſſion for our guilty race To, plead his 
own merits in our behalf, and to advocate our cauſe: 
And to do every thing that a God could do, he ſent down 
the gracious influences of the bleſſed Spirit, to aſſiſt 
us to every duty, and to ſanctify, and animate our ſouls. 
Now what does all this teach us; but to exerciſe a be- 
nevolent temper toward all men? Can we _ on 
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fo Great, and Godlike a character, and not be touched? 
Can we view ſuch an example ſet us by the friend of men, 
and not feel a glowing ambition to copy after it? Can 
we cheriſh a moroſe and peeviſh temper toward any 
of our fellows ? Can we think. on that mercy, which 
thus beamed on us from heaven, and be unmerciful ? 
Can we contemplate that love which flowed in the 
blood of the Redeemer, and till be unkind? Can we 
hear a dying Mediator cry, Father, forgive them, yea, 
my murderers, for they know not what they do,” and 
be careleſs concerning the welfare of mankind ? Shall 
we, under any particular name, deſpiſe and perfecute 
thoſe, who do not, from principle, take the ſame name 
upon them? Forbid it, heaven !—Reaſon bluſhes at the 
idea, and love and charity bleed at the thought. But 
this leads me to the ſecond general obſervation from 
the text, viz. | | 
Trar party prejudices, in matters of Religion, not 
only milirate againſt the law of God, bur likewiſe pro- 
mote the cauſe of the grand adverſary, and mar the 
happineſs of mankind. | | 
I wovLD again juſt obſerve here, that the Jews and 
Samsritans cheriſhed a national prejudice againſt each 
other, and that probably the Lawyer, in our text, would 
have paſſed by on the other fide, had he ſeen the mer- 
ciful Samaritan wounded by thieves, as the poor Jew 
was. So far will party-prejudices lead men who culti- 
vate them, from Religion and the golden rule. It is 
true, he confeſſed that the Samaritan was neighbor to 
the bleeding Jew, but it is to be feared, that he him- 
ſelf would not have turned the tables, and acted like 
a neighbor to the Samaritan. Still, the anſwer he gave 
to our Saviour's queſtion, was pronounced by con- 
{cience and common ſenſe; and conſequently would 
have condemned ſuch an unfeeling difpoſition in him. 
Leaving every thing, however, of à national 2 1 
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ſhall endeavor to point ont ſame of the deſtructive con- 
ſequences, which ariſe from little, petty prejudices be- 
tween man and man, ſect and ſect, of the ſame nation, 
in matters of religion. In the firſt place, I mention 
the want of Charity ; without which the higheſt pro- 
feſſor of religion is eſteemed by the great Creator, as 
A ſounding braſs, and tinkling cymbal,” Without 
which, ſhould he give his body to be burned, he would 
{ſtill be eſteemed as nothing, by the apoſtle to the Gen- 
tiles. This is one of the baneful conſequences of 
holding prejudices in religious matters, In this man- 
ner, the very obje& about which men frequently diſ- 
agree, is forgotten; and real piety is chaſed away, by 


nother for Apollos, as if they taught differently the 
things which belong to our peace. Both parties, by 
this mean, are led to doubt the goodneſs of their neigh- 
bour's heart, and conſign each other to endleſs miſe- 
ry, without any painful emotions.—By imbibing cer- 
tain ſpeculative tenets, without once conſidering, per- 
haps, how far they lead into truth or error, many are 
led to look on theſe who happen not to ſee with them, 
as people of a reprobate character. Ves. Merè ſpe- 
culation, and principles perfectly non-eſſential to real 
Religion, and to ſalvation too, frequently ſilence every 
exhortation to religious practice, and leave the bigot's 
conſcience quite eaſy, becauſe he thinks he believes 
rightly, In this perfect ignorance of his own heart, 
and frequently traditionary belief, he can live, without 
the leaſt charity, and faſten to the ſtake, his diſſenting, 
though honeſt neighbor. Indeed an opinionative man 
in principles of religion, as well as in-other matters, 
Is generally a man of Prejudice, and of party.—How 
often do men fondly join themſelves to ſome favorite 
name, and make themſelves very eaſy about happineſs, 
without 


their contention concerning her. One is for Paul, a 


12 The Lawyer's Anſwer to his own Queſtien. 


without practiſing one ſingle humane or charitable du- 

dy toward others of a different claſs. - 
Ho often do we ſee thoſe, who will take the advan- 
tage of their neighbors in trade, tulling themſelves faſt 
aſleep in ſecurity, becauſe they call themſelves Calvin- 
iſts, or Hopkinſians, or ſomething exe, which they 
deem perfectly ſufficient to open à door of mercy fot 
them; when they ſhew no mercy to the characters of 
others, more honeſt than they ; becauſe not enliſted un- 
der one of thoſe great names.—But alas I It is fatally 
too eaſy getting to hell by thoſe very ſteps, which, ma- 
ny are apt to think, lead directly to heaven. Vain dit- 
putes, and jangling, deſtroy that charity which is the 
bond of perfectneſs, and conſequently eat out the very 
vitals of religion. Indeed, although we would not fall 
willingly into the vice, which we reprobate, we cannot 
but think many bigoted, and prejudiced men would be 
any thing, rather than Chriſtians. I mean, would think 
every thing, rather than practiſe any thing, in religion. 
They frequently hide their real malice and want of 
charity, under the cloak of religious zeal, while nothing 
is ſo apparent in their conduct, as the want of religion, 
as well as that of charity. TY f 
SrœoxblY. Another baneful conſequence of party- 
judices in religious matters, is, a moroſe temper.— 
Pride tells, a man, if he loſe the argument againſt an 
opponent, his underſtanding is impeached of weakneſs. 
In conſequence of this, it frequently happens, that an- 
ger and mere dogmatiſm fupply the place of ſolid rea- 
ſoning. Hence it is, that many are led to avoid the 
company of each other, and to deny themſelves the 
great advantzge of converſing together for improve- 
ment and ediſication. Now ſuch a diſtance being pre- 
ſerved between them, never fails of ſouring the temper. 
This is a conſequence of party-prepoſſeſſions, perfectly 
diſhonorary to heaven, conducing to promote the 8 

| Cl 


be Lawyer's Anſwer 10 bis own Queſtion. 13 


eſt of the grand adverſary, and at the ſame time mar- 
ring the happineſs of mankind. How. often do we ſee 
heads of families, yea, heads of families who ought 
to know better, inſtilling; into the tender minds of their 
offspring, ſuch injurious ſentiments concerning their 
| neighbors, a3 lead them to keep the hatchet of unchriſ- 
tian animolity, whetted to its keeneſt edge, from ge- 
neration to generation. God of mercy, how do thy 
rebellious children provoke thy. wrath Y How often do 
mint and cummin ſtain their footſteps with blood, 
while 3 #04 and mercy are forgotten !—Alas! that 
men, profeſſedly bound to the {ame region of peace, 
ſhould ſtrive, to ſee No ſhould puſh the other out of 
the road, that alone leads to it !—Unhappy indeed it is, 
that Judah ſhould thus vex Ephraim, and Ephraim en- 
vy Judah. —Oh ! that this ſtate of imperfection might 
teach men to exerciſe charity and good will to each 
other! Ought not the conſideration of the fallibility, 
univerſally incident to men, to ſweeten theit diſpoſitions, 
and · to weave a mantle for their mutual. failing? 
Ouqnr we not to learn this plain truth, from a 
view of real religion, that a true Chriſtian may differ 
from us in head, whilſt his heart is right with God?ꝰ 
Orc more. -A very ſad conſequence of a party- 
ſpirit in matters of mere ſpeculation, as they reſpect 
religion, is this. — The influence of the miniſters of the 
goſpel is ſenſibly diminiſhed by it. They fail of ſucceſs, 
m a great meaſure, by means of the different doctrines 
they teach, as eſſential to ſalvation, Their hearers be- 
ing led, in a conſiderable degree, at leaſt, by their preach , 
ing, eaſily believe thoſe eſſentially wrong, who do not 
fully imbibe their tenets. This leads to cenſure and 
abuſe, In vain, then, do their ſpiritual heads inculcate 
the peaceable principles of the goſpel :—for, with ſuch 
- uncharitable feelings of heart, the practiſe of ſuch princi- 
ples can never conſiſt. Hence, we frequently ſee. men 


belonging 


14 The Lawyer's Anſwer to his own Bueftion, 
belonging to diſtinct ſocieties, ſhunning each other, as 


inſectious.— Such conduct as this, it is manifeſt, will 
render a miniſter's labors worſe than in vain, —We 


- would not exculpate teachers themſelves from ſome- 


times exemplifying ſuch a temper of mind, as will in- 
fallibly lead their hearers into an imitation of their ex- 
ample. We fear that mere modes of expreſſion ſome- 
times ſeparate thoſe who profefſedly labor for the ad- 
vancement of Chriſt's kingdom. — How many tedious, 
and uncandid, illiberal diſputes have been made public 
voncerning matters, which have never been decided 
How often may we think the counſel of God has been 
darkened, with words, without knowledge | 


Io improve the ſubject. May we all learn * to fol. 


low peace with all men,” and holineſs in heart and life, 
without which, it is impoſſible that we ſhould meet our 
Judge in peace, at laſt. May we cultivate a benevolent 
temper toward our fellow-men.— Let us cherifh that 
charity which delights to hide a multitude of failings; 
knowing that we ourſelves frequently have need of ſo 
kind a mantle.— That charity which © rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but in the truth. As God fo loved the world, 
as to give his only begotten Son to redeem it from the 
power and conſequences of ſin; ſo let it be our ambiti- 
on, in our meaſure, to exhibit the ſame godlike affection 
for each other. May we never habitually indulge to 
malice, to envy, or to anger. Let us copy the philan- 
throphic example left us by the Great Redeemer of 
mankind. How can we expect to meet in heaven, in 
peace, and love, if we harbor any of thoſe evil paſſions, 


| which are a diſgrace to man, while on earth ? "Tis ab- 


ſard.—The ſame principle that pervades the baſom of 

Angels, and renders heaven a place of joy, muſt, in a 

greater or ſmaller degree, likewiſe pervade our breaſts 

here, or we ſhall never be prepared for the abode of An- 

gels. That pure, exalted love, which reigns in — 2 
* ; f m 


, 
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. muſt be anticipated by all here, who wiſh to be made 
happy by it, hereafter. * 

May it never be ſaid of us, that party-prejudices de- 
ſtroy the force of religion in our hearts. May we never 
imbibe ſpeculative notions in religion, which may tend 
to make us moroſe and peeviſh toward thoſe who dif- 
agree with us. Letmeexhort you, my hearers, to ſearch the 
ſcriptures, © for, in them you all think you have eternal 
life,” —Never take any man's faith implicitly. Be ful- 
ly perſuaded in your own minds. © Let no man beguile 
you of your liberty. But be perſuaded to think, that 
the eſſential doctrines of the Goſpel are not dark and 
enigmatical.— Thoſe things that never were agreed in 
by all, and never can be, are generally metaphyſical 
ſubtleties, gendering ſtrife. Our duty is ſo legible, that 
he who runs, may read, if he be not wilfully blind. — 
« For, what hath the Lord thy God required of thee, 
O man, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk. 
humbly with thy God?“ * 
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